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four-wheeling. He met his wife while 
stationed at Fort Lewis, WA, and their 
daughter is only 4 months old. 

Specialist Groepper was assigned to 
Headquarters and Headquarters Com-
pany, 2nd Battalion, 23rd Infantry 
Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division out of 
Fort Lewis, WA. He will be remem-
bered for his courageous sacrifice and 
energetic personality. Kingsley mayor 
Wayne Plendl describes Groepper as ‘‘a 
nice, nice young man who was highly 
thought of.’’ He will be greatly missed. 
I ask my colleagues here in the Senate 
and all Americans to remember with 
gratitude and appreciation a heroic sol-
dier, SPC Chad D. Groepper. 
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ASSURED FUNDING FOR 
VETERANS HEALTH CARE ACT 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, on 
February 14, 2008, I was pleased to in-
troduce the Assured Funding for Vet-
erans Health Care Act, along with my 
colleague Senator SNOWE. This legisla-
tion is the companion bill to legisla-
tion introduced in the House by Rep-
resentative Phil Hare, with a number 
of cosponsors. 

This bill will make spending for the 
VA health care system mandatory, 
rather than discretionary. Under this 
legislation, the base-line funding year 
would be 130 percent of the fiscal year 
2006 VA health care budget. This 
amount would be adjusted annually to 
reflect the total number of veterans 
participating in the VA health care 
system and would account for the an-
nual rise in the cost of providing 
health care services. 

From 1996 to 2003, the enrolled VA pa-
tient population increased 134 percent. 
Appropriated funding, however, only 
increased 44 percent. These discrep-
ancies are intolerable. We must give 
the VA the funding it needs to provide 
our service men and women with the 
quality health care they deserve and 
were promised. 

As chairman of the Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs Appro-
priations Subcommittee, I was pleased 
to help secure full funding for the VA 
for the first time in 21 years. The As-
sured Funding for Veterans Health 
Care Act is needed, however, to ensure 
that this is a regular occurrence. Our 
veterans deserve to know that Con-
gress will provide for their health care 
needs and will not subject them to the 
whims of the annual appropriations 
process. 

This legislation enjoys the support of 
every major military and veterans as-
sociation, including the American Le-
gion, the Disabled American Veterans, 
the Paralyzed Veterans of American, 
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. I 
commend this legislation to the atten-
tion of my colleagues and urge them to 
lend their support by cosponsoring this 
bill. 
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THE MATTHEW SHEPARD ACT 
Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 

today to speak about the need for hate 

crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 
crimes legislation that would strength-
en and add new categories to current 
hate crimes law, sending a signal that 
violence of any kind is unacceptable in 
our society. Likewise, each Congress I 
have come to the floor to highlight a 
separate hate crime that has occurred 
in our country. 

On February 12, 2008, Lawrence King, 
an eighth grader in Ventura County, 
CA, was shot at school allegedly for 
being gay. He was known by classmates 
as an outcast who often came to school 
in high heels, jewelry, and makeup. He 
had come out just weeks before the 
shooting. King was working in a com-
puter lab along with 20 other students 
that day when, witnesses say, 14-year- 
old classmate Brandon McInerney ap-
proached Lawrence and shot him in the 
head with a handgun. King was rushed 
to a local hospital where he was later 
declared brain dead. Once the victim 
died, prosecutors charged McInerney 
with murder as a premeditated hate 
crime and gun possession. He will be 
tried as an adult. 

I believe that the Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. Federal laws intended to pro-
tect individuals from heinous and vio-
lent crimes motivated by hate are woe-
fully inadequate. This legislation 
would better equip the Government to 
fulfill its most important obligation by 
protecting new groups of people as well 
as better protecting citizens already 
covered under deficient laws. I believe 
that by passing this legislation and 
changing current law, we can change 
hearts and minds as well. 
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE U.S. 
ARMY RESERVE 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I take 
this opportunity to observe the 100th 
anniversary of the U.S. Army Reserve 
and to recognize its installations in 
California that comprise the U.S. Army 
Combat Support Training Center, 
CSTC. 

Initially established by Congress in 
1908 to provide a reserve force of med-
ical officers, today’s Army Reserve is a 
vital operational component in the 
world’s most powerful and sophisti-
cated Army. The Army Reserve pro-
vides the specialized skills and man-
power the Army depends on and cur-
rently assists the Army in locations 
worldwide, including Iraq, Afghanistan, 
the Horn of Africa, the Philippines, and 
Latin America. As a result of their ex-
tensive peacetime and wartime accom-
plishments over the last 100 years, the 
men and women who have served and 
continue to volunteer to serve in the 
U.S. Army Reserve deserve the great-
est respect and admiration. 

Established in June 2005, CSTC is the 
Army’s newest training center and the 
first of its kind to serve as a premier 
training center for Army Reserve sol-
diers in the Western United States. 

CSTC provides ranges, training areas, 
and facilities to prepare and train 
Army Reserve soldiers and encom-
passes four geographically separated 
installations throughout northern and 
central California: Moffett Field in the 
city of Mountain View, B.T. Collins 
Army Reserve Center in the city of 
Sacramento, Camp Parks in the city of 
Dublin, and Fort Hunter Liggett in 
southern Monterey County. 

Until 1993, Camp Parks and Fort 
Hunter Liggett were separate installa-
tions under the control of the U.S. 
Army Reserve Command, USARC. 
However, in 1995, USARC placed these 
two posts under Fort McCoy, WI, which 
in turn developed the original CSTC 
concept. With headquarters at Camp 
Parks, which oversees the base oper-
ations, training facilities, and housing 
assets of Fort Hunter Liggett and 
Camp Parks, the CSTC also provides 
military housing at Moffett Field and 
lodging and dining facilities at the B.T. 
Collins Army Reserve Center. 

I commend the CSTC for its success 
in providing the training grounds, fa-
cilities, and support to Army Reserve 
soldiers. The world-class support and 
training reservists receive at CSTC is 
worthy of the utmost praise. I com-
mend the U.S. Army Reserve for 100 
years of stellar service to our State 
and Nation. I will continue to support 
the Army Reserve as a vital component 
of America’s national defense. 
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HONORING THE PEACE CORPS 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor National Peace Corps 
Week and the 47th anniversary of the 
Peace Corps. I add my voice to cele-
brate the hard working men and 
women who volunteer for Peace Corps 
service. 

As an Arkansan and a believer in 
Senator J. William Fulbright’s legacy, 
I consider this program to be one of the 
most important mechanisms we have 
to encourage international coopera-
tion, peace, and security. I believe we 
are morally obliged to help those in 
need around the world and work to re-
duce poverty in order to fight global 
epidemics, to enhance education, and 
to reduce hunger. 

I am continually heartened by the 
good works of Arkansans in the State, 
Nation, and abroad. Our State has a 
storied history of service, and I am 
pleased that there are 36 Arkansans 
currently serving as Peace Corps vol-
unteers in Africa, Eastern Europe, 
Asia, and Latin America. I am proud to 
say that Arkansas is also home to one 
of the pioneering families of the Peace 
Corps, Carolyn and the late Bob 
Moffett. Inspired by President Ken-
nedy’s challenge to the American peo-
ple, Bob entered into service as a vol-
unteer in the summer of 1962. Carolyn 
was with Bob every step of the way and 
devoted her life to taking care of her 
family and the other volunteers; 
hosting holidays, weddings, and even 
funerals. 
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